Project to Build Busy Carpenter Pull-Toy in October of 2017 


The Busy ^ 
Carpenter 


Pull the strings to animate 


this whimsical ornament 
. By Ruth Chopp 


T his fun ornament 
is perfect for the 
woodworker in your 
life. Feel free to add 


yarn hair to turn 
"him" into a "her"! 


Making the 

Carpenter 

Transfer the patterns 

to the blanks. Cut 

the body, drill a hole 

for the neck, and flip 

the piece over. Drill 

shallow holes in the back 

as marked. Cut the hammer and 

drill the hole. Stack the blanks for 

the arms and legs (see page 70), attach the pattern, 
and cut the arms and legs. Unstack and sand all of 
the pieces. 

For the hat, drill the hole in the brim first, 
and then cut the brim. Glue half of a %" (2.2cm)- 
diameter wooden ball to the brim. When the glue 
is dry, drill a %" (1.9cm)-diameter hole for the head. 
Use a carving bit in a rotary tool to hollow the hole 
to fit the head. 

Cut the saw handle. Then, cut a slit the width 
of the scroll saw blade in the bottom of the handle. 
Stop the cut just before you reach the center hole. 
Glue the blade into the hole with a multipurpose 
adhesive, such as E6000. 
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I first saw this pattern in a 2017 issue of Scrollsaw Woodworking Magazine. 


Painting and Assembling the Pieces 

Paint the pieces as shown. Allow the paint to 
dry, and then sand lightly. Glue the pocket 
and pencil to the apron, the apron to the 
body, the nose, ears, neck, and hat to the 
head, and the neck to the body. Use wire to 
attach the hammer and saw to the hands, 
and make curlicues of wire for the shoelaces. 
Apply clear matte spray finish, such as 
Krylon, and allow it to dry. Feed string 
through the holes in the arms and legs. 
Double knot one end of each string. Thread 
the strings through the screw eye, slip a large 
bead and a small bead onto the ends of the 
strings and make a knot. 


2" 


Materials: 

* Baltic birch plywood, 
М" (6mm) thick: 
assorted scraps 

+ Baltic birch plywood, 
Ув" (3mm) thick: 
assorted scraps 

- Hardwood veneer: 


Hat to assorted scraps 
Carpenter * Wooden balls: 2 each 
ornament %" (2.2cm) dia. 


(head and hat top) 
+ Wire: #24 gauge copper: 
shoelaces 
+ Wire, #28 gauge dark 
annealed steel: 
to attach tools to hands 
* Wooden toothpick 
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ON THE Twomore of Ruth'sjointed 


WEB ornaments available online, 


R www.scrollsawer.com 
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+ Screw eye: 1 each 
%" (1.6cm) long 

* Acrylic paint, such as 
Delta Ceramcoat: bright 
yellow, fleshtone, black, 
tomato spice, golden 
brown, liberty blue; such 
as DecoArt Americana: 
French mauve; such as 
Plaid FolkArt: thunder 
blue, metallic silver 

+ Micron pen: 005 black 

* Spray finish, such as 
Krylon matte 


* Multipurpose adhesive, 
such as clear E6000 


+ Glue: wood 
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Materials & Tools 


* Wooden beads: 
34" (1.9cm) dia., 
74" (6mm) dia. 

• String, #5 cotton: 
24" (61cm) long 

+ Screws, #2 brass 
slotted round head: 
4 each %" (1.3cm) 
long 


Tools: 
• Scroll saw blades, 
ЯЗ reverse-tooth 


+ Screwdriver 
• Clamps 
+ Wire cutters 


The author used these products for the project. Substitute your choice of brands, tools, and materials as desired, 


Back view 


Ruth Chopp began her 
career as ahome economics 
teacher. When her children 
left home, she decided to 
try woodworking, noting 
that using a scroll saw 

and a sewing machine are 
really quite similar. Ruth 


loves wooden Christmas tree ornaments, so 
she designed her own; she now has about 300 


comcast.net. 


www.scrollsawer.com = WINTER 2017 


patterns. Contact Ruth via e-mail at melchopp@ 
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- Hardwood veneer: 
assorted scraps 


+ Wooden balls: 2 each 
78" (2.2cm) dia. 
(head and hat top) 

+ Wire: #24 gauge copper: 
shoelaces 

- Wire, #28 gauge dark 
annealed steel: 
to attach tools to hands 
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talg Ув" thick 
#56 hole, Pencil 
%s"-deep #56 holes (2), Cut Ту" long 
Head dep froma 
Ear %" ball 
= thpick 
Cut 2 c ma toothpic 
Ye" thick 


І 
! 
1 
1 
І 


/&"-diameter, | 
/2"-deep hole і 
і 
$ 
#56 holes (5) 
Drill on back, 
not through 


Body 
Cut 1 
Ya" thick 


o 


9 


#35 hole 


\ 


| Leg #35hole/ Arm 

| Cut2 

| 14" thick Cut 2 
Ya" thick 


Apron 
Cut 1 - veneer 


© 2017 Scroll Saw Woodworking & Crafts 


Saw handle 
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ON THE Two more of Ruth's jointed 
WEB ornaments available online. 
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Scaling ир the Pattern 


The original pattern would yield a carpenter about 5 inches tall. I thought it would be neat if he was 
bigger, about 8 inches tall. I scanned the pattern, and imported it into Sketchup.....then scaled it so the 
final carpenter will be about 8 inches tall. 


Wood 
I used some scrap 1/4" thick plywood for the thicker parts, and 3/16" thin Luan plywood for the thinner 


parts. 


The scaled up head should be about 1-3/8" diameter wood ball. I did not have any of these in stock, so I 
used 1-1/2" diameter wood balls I did have in stock. I cut out the pieces on my scroll saw. I bought 
some thin gauge copper wire at Ace Hardware for the shoelaces. 


Hobby Lobby paint and misc supplies 
I keep an inventory of Anita's paints, and I added a few more colors for this project. I also picked up 
most of the misc materials needed for the project. 


On a previous fire truck project, I found a fine point paint pen at Hobby Lobby. I also used them on the 
Growth Boards. My black and the white pen had dried up at home. I could not find any new ones at 
Hobby Lobby, so I hand painted the lines on the carpenters apron with a very fine point artist's paint 
brush. 


Grid Pattern 4” by 14” to Make the Parts for the 8” Tall Busy Carpenter 
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Supplies I bought at Hobby Lobby for this Project 
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Anita’s Paints that I used on this project 
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Photos of Finished Project 
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